[Evaluation of Chromalbicans Agar for presumptive identification of Candida albicans].
The utility of Chromalbicans Agar (Biolife Italiana, Milano, Italy) was evaluated with 723 clinical isolates and type culture collection strains from different genera including Candida, Cryptococcus, Pichia, Rhodotorula, Saccharomyces, Trichosporon y Zygosaccharomyces. Presumptive identification was confirmed by germ tube test and carbohydrate assimilation on API-ATB ID 32C (bioMerieux, France). Growth on Chromalbicans Agar was very useful for the presumptive identification of C. albicans isolates, and sensitivity and specificity values were significantly high (>97%), since a very low number of isolates were found to be false negative or false positive.